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For surfers, snowboarders and skaters
looking for the next thrill, here’s the
newest kid on the block. Called Freelining,

the skates look like two skateboards – one for
each foot. You don’t strap them on like you
would rollerskates, you simply ride them like
two small skateboards. Jason Galoob of Freeline
Skates says the technique takes about the same
degree of skill as learning to snowboard or surf.
“With practice, a moderately good athlete can
learn in about a day. We have recent learners
skating in skate pools and half-pipes!” For those
who don’t know what a half-pipe is, we suspect 
it may take a little longer to master.
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Here’s a funky new take on
the beanbag. Called Feel, it’s 
a mushy blanket of 120

interconnected squishy balls that can be
twisted, turned and set up in almost any
way according to mood. Israeli designers
Animi Causa found inspiration for their
creations in molecular structure.

Skateboarders get a new set of wheels

Sick of searching for
a hat to cover that
bad hair day you’re

having? Well, here’s a
novel approach: mould
your hair into the shape
of a hat. While it may not
work on all hair types,
Darain Housen has worn
his “natural hat” hairstyle
for the last 20 years. The
40-year-old barber
from St
Thomas in
Jamaica
told the
The Star
he came
up with the
idea after some
of his friends
decided to wear
hats to a party but he
could not find
one to wear.
He’s even run
into trouble
because of it – he
was once stopped by a
policeman who insisted
he remove it, and on
another occasion, he was
ordered by a judge to
take off his “hat” while
on jury duty.

THE PEAK OF
STYLE, WITH A
FRINGE BENEFIT

Bag of Tricks
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The statue
of David,
Michelangelo’s

masterpiece, can drive
people nuts. That’s the
theory of Dr Graziella
Magherini, a Florence
psychiatrist and the
president of Italy’s 
Art and Psychology
Association. It seems
the Renaissance
sculpture can trigger
nausea, aggression and
even destructive urges
in overly sensitive and
cultivated onlookers.
In the past ten years,
more than 100 people
have been taken to
hospital in Florence
suffering from “The
David Syndrome” as
they were absorbed in

contemplation of great
works of art. Artistic
intoxication is caused
by a combination of
factors, including the
stress of the trip, an
“overdose” of beautiful
art and the sensitivity
of the person, says
Magherini. “We should
not forget that a work
of art is a powerful
stimulus and can
stimulate memories 
in our unconscious,
sometimes triggering 
a crisis,” she says. And
it appears Americans
are the most sensitive
to the syndrome.
Italians, meanwhile,
seem to be immune –
as do the Japanese, 
who she describes as
“so organised in their
sightseeing, they 
rarely have time for
emotional attacks.” 

They’re Off
Their Blocks
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A Half-Board Package
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